
 
 

For Immediate Release: July 28, 2020 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Advisory - Two confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 in Modoc County 

ALTURAS – The Modoc County Public Health Department is currently investigating the county’s first two 
confirmed cases of COVID-19. Both cases are from the same household. Public Health is identifying persons who 
may have had close personal contact with these individuals, including any friends, family members or others who 
may have been in close contact. All confirmed cases are isolating at home, recovering, and have not been 
hospitalized.   

If you patronized a local bar in the last 14 days, please call our COVID WarmLine at (530) 233-1350. 

“How lucky we have been to not see COVID-19 in our county until now, but it’s here and we could see the number 
of cases increase in the next few weeks” said Stacy Sphar, DNP, RN, PHN, Director of Health Services. “Now more 
than ever, it is of the utmost importance to respect and follow the CDC’s guidelines for reducing transmission of 
COVID-19” she added. Public Health will continue to actively monitor this situation and provide updates to the 
public as needed.  

Modoc Medical Center (MMC) would like the public to know that they will be tightening visitation at Warnerview 
Skilled Nursing Facility and the hospital, in order to continue to keep residents and staff safe. At this time, 
Warnerview Skilled Nursing Facility will be closed to visitors. At the hospital, visitation will continue to be 
restricted and there will be restrictions on the amount of people allowed in the hospital lobby. Those that do not 
need to physically enter the facility are encouraged to contact MMC via phone for any administrative services they 
may need such as paying bills, receiving vouchers, and other administrative functions. 

All patients are asked to continue to check in at the red trailer, and also to continue to respond to pre screening 
phone calls ahead of their outpatient appointments at the clinics in Alturas and Canby. Each patient will have their 
temperature taken and will be asked screening questions pertaining to COVID-19 before their appointments.  They 
will also be asked questions regarding any contact they may have had with someone with COVID-19. Patients are 
encouraged to answer these questions honestly, so that they can receive the best possible care and so we can 
protect others as much as possible. Patients are also encouraged to wear their face masks to their appointments 
or outpatient services. Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in this matter.  

Please visit these sites for accurate information: 

● https://modochealthservices.org/corona-virus for the latest information on COVID-19 in Modoc County. 
● https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html for information on How 

to Protect Yourself & Others 
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